Caradonio has plenty more to say about the law's additional stipulation that schools demonstrate adequate yearly progress (AYP) not just for students as a whole, but also for subgroups of students defined by ethnicity, English proficiency, and special needs. "There is a lot of fallacy [in this accountability system], a lot of ex unus disce omnes, from one learn all. And that is in operation here in the state of Massachusetts for NCLB. From one, learn all. From one, condemn all. Hang the scarlet letter over the entire school because one group" doesn't make AYP.
NCLB, which Caradonio refers to as the No Teacher Left Standing Act, was supposed to introduce choice and accountability into public education.
By demanding that schools demonstrate proficiency not just for students as a whole, but for different subgroups as well, the act was supposed to ensure that districts attend to the interests and needs of all students. Moreover, it was supposed to provide meaningful educational alternatives for kids trapped in failing schools. And its effect was supposed to have been greatest in urban centers with large minority and socially disadvantaged populations-places, frankly, just like Worcester, Massachusetts.
Instead, during its first two years, NCLB ran into a buzz saw. As of June 2003, 12 of Worcester's 46 public schools had been deemed in need of improvement for two consecutive years, as had five schools for three years in a row.
2 Under the new federal law, a total of 4,689 students in the 2002-2003 school year were entitled to switch out of underperforming public schools and into higher performing schools elsewhere in the district. Among these students, 1,769 had the option of using Title I funds to obtain supplemental services from qualified private providers.
Thus far, one child has taken advantage of NCLB's choice provisions to switch schools. One other child has jumped at the opportunity to obtain supplemental services from a provider outside of the public school system. Though billed as the most important federal education legislation since the original authorization of the 1965 Elementary and Secondary Education Act, NCLB has hardly affected the ways in which Worcester's children are educated. As John Monfredo, principal of Belmont Elementary School, notes: "We're not doing much different now than what we were doing before." 3 Though Belmont Elementary has made AYP, Monfredo's sentiments appear common stock throughout the Worcester district. Indeed, local officials generally have taken the fact that so few parents have switched schools or demanded free supplemental services from a private provider as confirmation of the district's educational excellence. Reflecting on the apparent lack of interest in NCLB's choice provisions, Worcester mayor and school committee chair Timothy Murray suggested that "generally speaking, the public
